Merry Christmas everyone!

When | was in my teacher education courses at lowa State | remember getting many pieces of advice,
but one particular piece sticks out that | learned in many courses. The advice was that a teacher needs
to be a thief. It is absolutely important, to borrow, steal, use and modify ideas from other teachers. |
should never think | have all the ideas | need, but should rather be continually learning from others.
Well | am glad | listened because as it turns out this piece of advice is definitely true. And for my
upcoming newsletters, | am borrowing an idea from Ben and Amy Riley, who are missionaries with me
here in Taiwan.

The Christmas season is such a busy and joyful time, with a plethora of activities. Honestly, it is very
difficult to put all of these into a newsletter (or two), so instead | am going to give you the 12 Days of
Christmas as a substitute for December and January Newsletters. For the next 12 days, | will give you a
short update, highlighting an aspect of the ministry here in Taiwan, most of which will focus on the
Christmas season.

Let me know if you like this or regular newsletters, but | thought it would be fun to try something new.
So without further delay...

The Twelve Christmas Blessings that My Lord Gave to Me:

1. Messiah in Church on Christmas Eve

The most important blessing is the gift of Jesus, our savior and king. On Christmas night,
Salvation Lutheran Church had a Christmas service, featuring selection’s from Handel’s Messiah.
These selections were performed by many of our very talented members at church. With the
church was filled with both members and non-members alike, all of whom were able to hear
about God sending a savior to the world.

Praise God for his love and pray for those who came to church but do not yet know him.




