The fifth Christmas blessing that my Lord gave to me

Bright, Glowing Trees

The second intra-grade level Christmas competition that the students have at CMS is
the Christmas tree contest. This time, 7"-11" graders are each given a tree or shrub on
the main part of campus. They then need to decorate their tree to show a Bible story or
Biblical theme. Some of the stories created this year include Jonah, the parable of the
Lost Sheep, the Prodigal Son, Noah’s Ark, Jesus Turns Water into Wine, and
Revelation. The students are required to make the tree and decorations using recycled
products like boxes, paper, and drink boxes or bottles. Students are judged on their
creativity, content, appearance, and use of recycled goods. Like their Christmas songs,
they spend weeks preparing for the contest.

On the day of the Christmas song competition the students go outside and decorate in
the morning or afternoon, depending when their grade is singing. At night all of the
trees are lit, and students are able to stay at school until evening to finish decorating,
eat dinner as a class, and see the trees at night. The school leaves the trees decorated
on campus for a couple of days and lights them for a few hours every evening. Each
Christmas | take a little time to walk around the trees at night. | take in the beautiful
scenery, appreciate my students’ hard work and pray for them.

Pravyer requests:

1. Please pray that the students understand the message in their Bible stories, and
that God would use these stories and trees to help the students know more about
him.

Picture #1: 10™ grade students decorate their tree portraying The Prodigal Son




Picture #2: 10" grade Christmas tree portraying Jonah and the Big Fish

The 12 Christmas blessings that my Lord gave to me
-Bright, glowing trees
-Song Competition
-Lost Son Skit
-Water and Word
and

-Messiah on Christmas Eve



