M ade Gr eat

Based on Luke 1:26-38, 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16.

uch has been made of an article published by
University of lowa journalism professor Stephendto
in the Atlantic magazine last week. Entitled
“Observations from 20 Years of lowa Life,” the ahti
gives a depressing, discouraging, and disparagewg v
of the people of lowa. In the article, he descrithes
state of lowa as “a schizophrenic, economically-
depressed, and some say, culturally-challenged.’stat
He also writes that “Those who stay in rural lowa a
often the elderly waiting to die, those too timaaf (
lacking in educated) to peer around the bend ftebe
opportunities, an assortment of waste-toids andhmet
addicts with pale skin and rotted teeth, or thoke w
quixotically believe, like Little Orphan Annie, thd he
sun’ll come out tomorrow.” Bloom seemed unready
for the level of controversy the article said, arsed
claims of anti-intellectualism and provincialismaaust
his critics. He did seem glad that he was spentfiag
year as a visiting professor at the University of
Michigan to distance himself from the backlash.

he same kind of disparaging remarks could’ve
been made about Nazareth over 2000 years ago. There
wouldn’t have been any meth addicts, but it seetoed
fit the other stereotypes of rural life. The towsrso
small and insignificant that it's not mentionechétin
the Old Testament, or in any documents contemporary
to the events of the New Testament. In fact, in the
Gospel of John, Nathaniel sarcastically asks “can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).
Nazareth was not on any top ten towns list, amubis
where you’d expect a pivotal moment in history to
occur.

Even more so, the same kind of remarks could
be made about Mary. We aren’t told anything abeut h
family, her upbringing, her societal status. Wedtiel
she’s a virgin, twice, but that's about all we leabout
her. We aren’t told much, but a teenage girl irt tha
society, not from a prominent family, would not bav
been seen as very great. She’s definitely notqgfdite
1%. It seems that Luke introduces her in a way to
emphasize her insignificance.

But of all the people in the world who have ever
lived, of all the places in the world people havere
lived, it's in backwater, small town, culturally
challenged Nazareth where an angel appears to
announce the conception of the Son of God. Thelange

appears not to a princess in disguise, or a gid ds
distinguished herself in any way whatsoever, b to
girl who seemed to still be a child herself, nansone
old enough or established enough to have any dkiid,
alone this child. God doesn’t send the angel toesora
who is already great. God promises to make Mary
great.

Why does God work this way? It seems that
God always works this way. God doesn’t take thatgre
and make them greater. God takes the insignifiaadt
makes them great. We see that throughout the Bible.
God picks an old man and his wife, Abraham and
Sarah, and tells them to leave their home and gyutm
a land they've never seen. God uses a shepherd boy,
David to take on the mountain of a man, GoliathdGo
then raises that same shepherd boy, who is so
insignificant that his own father forgets about hand
makes him king. As we read in today’s Old Testament
lesson, that same King David, near the end ofuies r
wants to build a temple for God. God'’s response,
though, is to say that he will make David a hoaskne
of descendants that will endure forever. That psenis
fulfilled in Jesus. That's how David, and ultimatéhe
whole world, will be made great.

When Jesus came to earth, he didn’t come with
great fanfare. He wasn’t born into a palace, iga b
city. The birth wasn’'t announced in Rome or Athens
Alexandria. Angels appeared to shepherds out in the
fields. A few obscure scholars came from the Heesiv
in Bethlehem would remember the events of that firs
Christmas as a pivotal moment in the history of the
world. But it was a moment made great.

When Jesus went to the cross, it didn’t look like
anything special, either. Another would-be Messiah
crucified along with a couple of thieves. Rome agai
asserting its power and reminding its people not to
rebel. Yet it was there that the most pivotal everihe
history of the world occurred. It is there that se= our
salvation. It is there, at the cross, that we sed'$s
grace. It is there that we are made great.

God likes to make things out of nothing. As
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For consider your
calling, brothers: not many of you were wise acoagd
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is



foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chosatw
is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even thithgs
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, s tio
human being might boast in the presence of God.” (1
Corinthians 1:26-29).

God still comes to those who don’t deserve it,
don’t have any reason to have earned grace. Gt cal
us, chooses us, not because we’re healthy, wealthy,
wise. We're often none of those things. God calls u
because of his grace. God doesn't call us becaase w
great. God makes us great.

Being made great by God doesn’t mean that
we’ll be remembered in song and art like Mary. Bein
made great by God doesn’t mean that we’ll become
powerful rulers like King David. Being made gregt b
God doesn’t mean we’ll be some sort of super
Christians, sharing God’s grace with thousands or
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more. Being made great doesn't mean that we'lkbe |
Tim Tebow, miraculously winning football games.
Being made great by God means being chosen by Gc¢
being God'’s children. That’s it. But that's enough.

As we enter into the week before Christmas, it'
easy to try and make things great. We want to make
sure that our families have a great time gathering
together. We want to make sure that our kids hagatg
presents. We want to make our house look the greate
on the block. In the midst of all of those attentpts
make Christmas great, remember what made that first
Christmas great. It wasn’t the angels or the shejshe
It wasn’t the wise men. It wasn’t even Mary or Juse
It was God, who makes greatness out of nothing., God
who doesn’t care how economically depressed or
culturally challenged we may or not be. God, who
chooses the small things of the world to make great
That's not just good news. That’s great news.
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